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and its motor was interrupted by the be-
ginning of the battle of Ubet.

Tbe initial movement was made by tbe
American army, which moved forward in
line of battle, in order to take possession of
a slight rise of ground which rose from the
plain about half a mile in front of its left
wing. This elevation was occupied and
several batteries were stationed upon it,
which at onco opened npon the Chinese
forces, distant some twenty-liv- e hundred
yards. A general advance was then made
along the line in tho "clouds of skirmishers"
prescribed by tactics, and firing became
general on the part of tho army of the
United States as soon as they had ap-
proached within eighteen hundred yards of
the enemy. In the meantime a strong
force, consisting of the entire Third Corps,
baa beeu stationed between tho range and
the foot-bill- s, with orders to march along
the valley between them until opposite
the Chinese left, when they were to emerge
from the valley to the plain and attack the
enemy's left wing. The Chinese mean-
while withheld their fire for some time
after the American advance began, although
suffering considerably from their oppo-
nents' volleys. Their forces were drawn
up in long, thin successive lines of battle,
while heavy masses of reserves could be
seen In their rear.

The scene from the car occupied by
Haines was now grand in the extreme. The
whole battle lay beneath him, like a pict-
ure. The minutest details were visible,
and Haines oven imagined that be could
detect his own regiment by the gallant
manner in which it dashed forward. The
thnnder of the artillery, the rattle of small
arms, and even the shrill cries of the

no part of Haines's nature to betray weak-
ness in the presence of others, nor especial-
ly in that of a woman. He rose with an
air of assumed calmness and approached
the Chinese girL

"Well, fortune has smiled upon your ban-
ners to-da-y. Mile. Mauna," be said. "I
would I could congratulate you."

"Ob, do not speak of congratulations.
Captain Haines. What subject of congrat-
ulation can one find in that dreadful scene!
This is tbe first battle I ever saw. It shall
be tbe last. If it is so dreadful at this dis-
tance what must it be below thcro among
the dead and dying!''

"Was it Xapoleau who said it is well that
war is so dreadful or we should become too
fond of it?"

"It is, indeed, terrible," she said, simply.
"Let us leave this place as soon as possible.
I will call Yih and ask bim to take us back
to camp." As she spoke her brother ap-
proached them.

"You do not take part in the pursuit,
Yih!" inquired Haines.

"jS'o; the line of pursuit bad been settled
beforehand, and will be carried out by tbe
ditierapt corps commanders. Father has
just given orders for the balloon to return
to camp." As he spoke tho huge cylinder
amidships began to revolve rapidly, and
the air-shi- p started swiftly toward the
west.

"This is rather an easy way of fighting a
battle, Yih," remarked Haines, with affected
coolness. "You cannot get your blood much
heated by the conflict lighting from this
distance.''

"No," "replied Yih-Hu- n. "There is not
much of the stern joy that warriors feel in
directing a battle that is going on two
miles or more away from you. 13 at it is a
very effective way of fighting."

"There are several things yon must ex-
plain to me," said Haines, and he described
the accident to the battery, tho panic of the
assaulting column and the tire delivered by
the rear ranks of the Chinese army. "Do
you know how all theso things happeued!"
he inquired.

"Oh. yes. Our guns do not shoot in a
straight line unless we want them to."

"Do you mean to say that they will shoot
around a corner, and that you can flank an
enemy directly in front of you!"

"Yes, we can tire around a corner, if the
angle is not too acute, and wo can flank an
enemy directly in front of us. This,' as
Hamlet says, was hitherto a paradox.'"

"How can that be possible?"
"Easily enough. You used to pitch in onr

class base-bA- ll nine at the Point, did jou
not! Yes. Well, you used to make your
balls curve from a straight line, did you
not!7'

"Of course."
"Well, our guns shoot somewhat on the

same principle. They won't shoot at aright
angle to the gun, but they curve their balls
sufficiently to deliver a very effective flank-
ing fire. With tbe up-cur- ve the whole army
can fire at once, the rear men firing over the
front ranks, as you saw to-da- y, though it
looks as if they were shooting at their com-
rades' backs."

"But yon cannot nse conical balls."
"No, we use round bullets, bnt the Ke-l-i

motor gives usan initial velocity of 4, COO

feet a second, and that gives us as fiat a

population of the eectious through which
tbey passed tending to embarrafs them,
and to make the concentration of troops
about them easier. Tho Army of tho Mis-
sissippi had suffered some severe re pules,
but in return Lad inflicted heavy losses
upon th'Ar assailants. Tho Atlantic army
bad had an entire corps of 50,000 men cut
off and destroyed, but no permanent ad-
vantage had resulted thereby to tbe Amer-
ican cause. Tho blockade along the coast
was fairly effective, aud tea, collee aud
sugar were already luxuries be nd tbo
reach of the average purso. One'blockad-in- g

ship bad been captured by strategeru,
and engineers and scientists were examin-
ing it with a view to building similar ves-
sels for tbe United States navy, hpeci
payment had been suspended and gold was
at "a premium of 25 per cent A new call
for 2,000,000 volunteers had just been made.
There was as yet no hope for a foreicu alli-
ance, aud there were' rumors of the urrival
of Chinese reinforcements. This was the
substance of what Haires learned from hit
friends. To a man with Haines's knowl-
edge of tho resources of tho Chinese, the
condition of affairs was not encouraging, as
he was obliged to admit to himself.

On the third day after his return he en-

tered upon his dutios as an aid upon tho
staff of the commanding general. The
Chinese army had not moved duriutr that
time and the two forces lay distant about
ten miles from each other. On the evening
of tho day referred to Haines was called in
haste to the tent of General Gregg. He
found that officer in a condition of unusual
excitement On his arrival the General
hastily wrung his band, ordered the tent to
be cleared and directed the sentinel before
ittoadmit no one. Then wiping the per
spiration from bis brow be drew from bis
camp desk two papers of an official appear-
ance and handed them to Haines.

"Kead that," ho said excitedly. "W
have just captured a messenger with it" -

Haines took the papers and unfolded
them. The first was a large document writ-
ten in the Chinese character upon parch
ment and was decorated with a large goldrn
seal. Tho other was evidently a transla-
tion of the former, in the baudwritiug of
tbe official Chinese interpreter attached to
headquarters. Hnines began to read the
translation standing, but he had not pro-
ceeded far before his trembling limbs gave
way beneath him and he sank into a camp
chair. The translation read as follows: -

MNVe, Kwang-Su-, of the Tain Dynasty, the Sou
of Heaven, the Celestial 6overcUr tnipcror of
China aud Crea, to our Servant, tv"o-L'- e, Greet-
ing It havlug been made known to us by thy
faithful reports that Ki-Tbi- n, pcneralisiuiO of
our imperial army of tbe Paeltlc. in the Tinted
States of America, Is traitorously dlailecnd
toward our person; that he hath traltoiously
trciticked with, and jriven aid and comfort to,
our enemies; that he hath entertained as a guetr
a spv, Fan-Kwe- i, nnd hath with 1dm concerted
for the betrayal and mrrender of our imperial
army, now, therefore, theso things having beeu
discussed by the C'hiuu-Ll- , iu due form, and by i
presented to us,

"It is hereby ordained: Let Ki-Tsi- n dlo tee
death. Let Yih-Hu- n die the death. Let our
faithful servant Wo-Le- e take command of our
Imperial army of tho Paeltlc, aud let him be
obeyed a its commander.

"And inasmuch as the maiden, Mauna-Qu- a, al-

beit a daughter of a rebel, and her lire being
Justly forfeit for bis crimes, hath found favor lu
tho ejes of our servant Wo-Le- e, and he hath pv
titloued us that we give him the hand of the said
maiden in marriage; now, therefore, theo mat-
ters having been discussed by t'ae Chiun-L- l in
due form, and by it presented to us,

It is ordained: Let the maiden be pardoned
for the crimes of Kl-Tsi- n, and let her marry our
servant V'o-Lc- e. "We, the Kmi-ero- k.

"Given at our celestial palace at Pekin, etc."
Haines read the fatal mandate through

slowly, and then began aud read it again.
He noted every particular expression and
weighed every word. He was very pale;
and his hand trembled violently as bo re-
turned the papers to bis superior.

Well," said the General, impatiently,
"what had we best do? You know these
people, I suppose. They have evidently be-
gun to tight .raong themselves. That is
well for us. The more dissensions and
throat-cuttin- gs among them the better. I
suppose that it will bo to our advantage to
have this Ki-Ts- in out of the way, as he has
proved himself to be an able general. Ou
the whole I think we had better let the dis-
patch go through, don't you!"

"General, for tbe love of God, do no such
thing." It was a wild, heartrending cry
that forced itself from Haines's breast bo-fo- re

be could repress it
"Why, Haines, what does this mean?"

crfed the General, with surprise. "Y'ou are
as pale as death, and look as if you were
about to faint Here, drink this," and he
filled a glass with wine and placed it at the

oung officer's lips. "Come,'' be said, afterflainrs had drained the glass; "there is
more back of this than you have told me.
Ont with it."
" Thus exhorted Haines told bis lovo for
Mauna, their nrief courtship, his aff ection
for Yih-Hu- n and bis father, and rapidly de-
scribed Wo-Le- e. "It would be the woist
possible policy," he went on hurriedly, "to
let Wo-Le- e obtain the command, leaving
out of tho question my own feelings for Ki-Ts- in

and Lis family. Wo-Le- e is a cruel,
bigoted1 fanatic In command be would
become a second scourge of God. The
miseries that ho would inflict upon our
non-combatan- ts would be dreadful. He is
fully as able a general as Ki-Tsi- n, without
the former's moderation and humanity,
lie is even more energetic than tho present,
commander, and I have no doubt would ba
really a more formidable antagonist than
Ki-Tsin- ."

"Uut what can we dot This is doubtless
not the only dispatch. Others of tho same,
tenor have probably been sent by different
routes confirming it The destruction of
this dispatch will not save your friends."

"No, it will not." said Haines, despond-
ently. "General," be cried, suddenly, after
a silence of some moments, "give me that
dispatch, and let mo have a few days' leave
of absence."

"What do yon mean to do!"
"I'll take the order to Yih-Hu- n myself. If

I succeed in doing so, no doubt be and bis
sister can induce their father to come off" to
our camp. If he would do so. think what
wo will gain. They know all tho Chinese
plans and resources, the secret of th;ir
mechanical contrivances every thing. They

it It will bo hard, but rather than sub-
ject yon to the slightest risk I . would bo
torn to pieces."

"It will not be long," said Yih-Hu- n, con-- ,
solingly. "I doubt if tbe war lasts three
months longer."

"You deceive yourself, Yih. Yon under-
rate our resources and pardon me you
overrate your own. Y'our novel engines of
war havo been effective so far, but our peo-
ple will soon become accustomed to them,
as the Komans did to the elephants of
Phyrrus. They will imitate them, and per-
haps improve on them."

Yih-Hu- n shook his head. "Yon have yet
seen but a tenth part of our engines of
war," he said. "For instance, do you know
what that is!" pointing, as he spoke, to a
bmre, dark object, to the transport of
which a whole balloon of the largest size
was devoted.

"How should If said Haines, somewhatirritibly, "Jt may be your army soup-kettl- o

for all 1 know."
"Wait a moment." replied Y'ih-Hu- n, smil-m- g,

"ana I will show you what it is." The
balloons were now holding u course which
in a few minutes would bring tbem within
a half mile of a high, red sandstone butte
which reared its bead proudly above the
chaos of ravines, precipices, hills and pla-
teaus about it. Yin-Hu- n now gave a rapid
command, which was repeated by. his or-
derly through tbe aerophone of the air-shi- p.

An answering hail was at Once heard from
the balloon bearing the mysterious object
under discussion.

Now watch the butte." said Y'ih-Hu- n,

as the fleet of balloons reached a posi-
tion where the butte was, in nautical par-
lance, broad off their weather bow. "Look
there."

As Haines obeyed this injunction a slen-
der thread of light shot from tho side of the
engine referred to, and a shrill, whistling
sound, like the hissing of a whip-lash- , was
heard. At the same moment the summit of
tbe butte burst into an intolerably brilliant
flame. Haines waited to see the fire go out
alter the charge which had evidently been
thrown upon the hill should be consumed,
but the flames grew fiercer and fiercer until
it was evident that the immense, solid sand-
stone butte was being consumed. Weirdly
flared the red and yellow flames from the
burning clift, lighting up with their fitful
glare many a league of broken and cbaotio
country. Haines watched the strange con-
flagration for many minutes and until the
burning butte was far behind the fleet.

"Something on the order of Greek fire!"
be inquired at length, in a voice which was
intended to express no surprise.

"You might say so," was the reply, "bnt
a great improvement on tbo old article,
even if all we read about the latter were
true. By the way, did you know that the
Chineso wire tbe inventors ot Greek tire,
as well as of gunpowder! They were. The
invention of tbe tire is usually ascribed to
Callinicus, of Heliopolis, about the year
(S8 of your era, but the secret of its manu-
facture was really brought to Coustatino-pl-e

from China, or Cathay, by the way of
India."

"It looks," said naines, whose eyes were
still bent on tho glowiugmass behind them,
and who apparently had paid but little at-
tention to his friend's learned remark, "it
looks very much as though this might be a
fair imitation of 'the fire that burneth for-
ever and ever,' to useourScriptural phrase.
Anything that will burn up solid sand-
stone would probably revel in tho combus-
tion of ice or snow. Why did you not uso
this contrivance at Ubet!"

"Why," replied Yih-Hn- n, in a serious
tone, "both my father and myself doubt if
it can properly be nsed in civilized warfaro

that is, against bodies of troops. It is too
horrible in its effects. At a half-mil- e range,
a whaug-bo- , as we call tbe machine, will
throw a spray of fire similar to that you
have just seen, over a space equal to that
ordinarily occupied in action by a division
of troops. That means that every enemy
within the radius named would be burned
alive."

"C'est magnifizue, mais ce Vest pas la
guerra," quoted Haines, thoughtfully. '

"No," replied his companion "It is not
at least not civilized warfare. Y'ou will not
be surprised to learn, however, that our
friend the Tartar General was very indig-
nant because we did not use these weapons
at Ubet, and the fact that we did not con-
stitutes one of the charges made against my
father to his Imperial Majesty."

"There seems to be no limit," said Haine9,
thoughtfully, "to the number and ingenuity
of your engines of war, but if we cannot
fight you we can, at least, starve yon. You
will find it impossible to feed your immense
numbers after your forces get a little
further inland."

Yih-Hu- n smiled. "Tastothis," he said, as
be banded his companion a small cake of
the color and somewhat the consistency of
chocolate. Haines tasted it It bad a nutty,
pungent Haver, not at all disagreeable.

"What is this!" he asked.
"It is a food made from the nut of the

kola tree. It was first made and used by
tbe French. It is nutritious, sustaining
aud stimulating. Two of these little cakes
are a meal for a strong man. Used with
the commonest kinds of vegetables or
grasses, it supplies all that is necessary to
support life. A soldier can carry a three
months' supply, besides bis arms and am-
munition. We have more than a year's sup-
ply for the whole army with us. If you
were to absolutely cut off all other supplies
we could maintain the army for a year on
this food."

"You have an answer for everything, Y'ih,
but you cannot convince me that America
is to be conquered In so short a time, or, in-
deed, conquered at alL . When is my ex-
change to take place!"

"At 10 o'clock to-morrt- morning, at a
place about twenty-fiv- e miles from here.
We shall halt, presently, near there. It is
now a little past midnisht

"I must see Mauna again, Yih. Will yon
arrange for it!"

"Yes: yon remain on tho balloon after
tho halt. Every one will then leave it but
the crew and Mauna and her attendants.
I will see that Wo-Le- e does not molest
you."

''God bless you, Yih. lay all these tan-
gled threads be straightened for the best"

The next day two small bodies of 'horse-
men approached each other upon tbe banks
of tbe Yellowstone river. They met upon a
small mound or butte near tbe banks of the
stream, and Haines, as he dismounted, was
clasped about the neck by tbe strong arms
of his friend Fuller, while Yih-Hu- n greeted
as warinly. if not with the same effusive-
ness, a handsome young Chinese officer who
bad arrived with the American party. The
officers of the two detachments were in-
troduced to each other, and tbe necessary
formalities were gone through with, after
which some time was spent iu general con-
versation. At length the signal for depart-
ure was given. Haines and Yih embraced
warmly, but they were both too much
affected to speak. A whispered message
for Mauna, a last clasp of tbe hand, and
Haines thing himself upon tho horse pro-
vided' for him. and rode rapidly away, not
trusting himself to look back. An hour's
riding brought his party to the American
camp. .

CHAPTER X.
A SPY WITHIN CHINESE LINES.

Haines was warmly welcomed back by
his friends of the Army of the West. He at
onco reported at headquarters, where tho

Aside from being a foreigner, who was he
to aspire to the hand of the daughter of one
of the greatest nobles of the Chinese em
pire! He had only his honest name, his
sword and the few thousand dollars left
him by bis mother. Decidedly, be was not
a brilliant match.

From all these doubts and, conjectures.
and con, he at last .delivered himselfEromaking a confidant of YTih-Hu- n.

"uo "ahead, old man." was his advice. "If
Mauna loves you she will marry you. The
old gentleman may object, bnt she can do
what sue lijtes with either of us."

"lint is it proper for me to speak to her
without asking your father's permission?"

v hy, l do not know whether it is just
proper or not but I know it would be con
founded poor policy not to do so."

"i5ut i thought you Chinese obeved your
parents in everything while they lived, and
worshiped them when they were dead.-- '

"We do theoretically: the same as vou
Americans keep tho Ten Commandments
and love your neighbors as yourselves."

Haines needed no second bint, and that
evening, as the great balloon slowly surged
its way eastward against a light breeze,
which came laden with the sweet breath of
the prairies, beneath a cloudless sky. in
which the full moon floated with a good-nature- d

expression, he told his love to
Mauna as they sat together near the stern.
It matters not the words he used. Tbev
wero the fitting expression of the love of a
stroug and honest man. The fair girl
looked long and earnestly into the auxious
face of the man before her, and then, with
a little smile, placed her band for answer
in bis. Her love bad dated from tbe first
moment wheu she saw bim lying pale and
insensible in her brother's tent

Long and earnestly did thev discuss their
future, bnt it was Mauna who, with sago
generaisaip, decided upon their line of con
duct. They were to remain betrothed until
the end of the war, whenever that might
be, and, in the meantime, Ki-Ts- in was not
to know of their engagement. After the
declaration of peace Mauna was to an
nounce it to her father, after which mat
ters were to take such a 6bape as should be
then decided on. Haines took a ring from
bis hand and placed it upon her engage
ment finger.
, "My mothers ring," he said.

She pressed it to ber lips, then took from
her neck a fine necklace oearing an amulet
engraved in Chinese characters with the in-
scription: "May you get the three manys
and the nine likes." "I have worn it since
a baby," she said. "The motto is said,
among our people, to bring luck."

Kapidly dew the moments as they sat
there, while the balloon ploughed its way
through the silent night, and many were
tbe plans which they discussed for their
future. At last they rose reluctantly. .As
they did so Haines saw the gaunt figure of
the Tartar general standing in the shadow
of an awning at no great distance from
them. He called Manna's attention to him
by a pressure of the hand. ?

"Does that man understand French?" be
inquired, after they had walked forward to
the waist of the air-shi- p.

ES"No; I think not."
. "What could he have been doing there?"

'.'Watching us. In China every official is
subjected to a perfect 83T6tem of espionage.
We are all watched here. The Tartar gen-
eral is really an exalted spy on my father."

"The scoundrel looks like a spy. He does
not like me, and I have a perfect aversion
for him. He looks like a pig-taile- d Mephis- -
topheles."

. Mauna smiled reproachfully.
"It is one of the necessary features of a

despotic government, this constant espion-
age,'! she saitl. "Wo-Le- e is next in rank to
my father. If father were to die or be de- -

osed he would succeed him in command,ft is thus to his interest to watch his supe-
rior closely."

"But is there not a strong temptation for
a man in his position to make misrepresen-
tations in order to secure the disgrace of his
chief and his own advancement?"

"Perhaps so. bnt a man of father's stand-
ing could not be deposed on the mere allega-
tion of Wo-Le- e. His reports might lead to
an investigation, but would hardly be acted
upon without confirmation."

"It may be so," replied Haines, "but I
should feel as though tbe sword of Damo-
cles was suspended over me if I knew that
old villain had the ear of my superiors and
would profit by my downfall."

"It is all in custom and education," said
Manna, philosophically. "Wo are raised
from childhood under a system of espion-
age, and aro accustomed to it Do you have
nothing of the kind here!"

"Yes, we havo the newspapers and the
mercantile agencies, and they are bad
enough," said Haines. "Hut I am very

the old man does not understandflad as ho could easily have overheard
our conversation, and our engagement
might shortly have beon announced in
Pekin."

"Yes, it is fortunate." replied Mauna.
"And now I must say good night," and with
an eloquent pressure of her suitor's hand
she turned and entered the cabin reserved
for herself and maids.

Meanwhile in the stern of the balloon tho
Tartar general finished writing upon the
tablets which he held in his hands, read
what he had written and placed the tab-
lets in a pocket of his robe. - As he did so
bis sunken eyes gleamed with an eager and
malignant light. "Ca ira, ca ira," he mut-
tered to himself. "Tout va bien jusqu'an
present Encore un peu de jours et le geen-er- al

secai."
Haines was not slow to communicate bis

good fortune to Yih-Hu- n. The latter con-
gratulated him cordially. "But I must not
conceal from you," he said, "that there are
yet many obstacles in your way. Even if
my father's consent is ultimately obtained,
as I have nodoubtit will be, there is another
and a very important factor in the problem.
It sometimes happens that the Emperor
takes an interest in tbe marriage of the
daughters of his principal nobles, and com-
mands them to marry husbands of his own
selection. This might happen in Mauna's
case. Mind you.l do not say it will happen,
but it might happen. If it should, there
would be no alternative but to obey the
imperial mandate.

Uhe suggestion of this contingency at
once plunged Haines from the empyrion of
bliss to the depths of despair, and for a
long time bo could make no reply. At
length he roused himself and said, firmly: "I
shall not make myself miserable over a con-
tingency which may never happen. I will
not believe that what you suggest can oc-
cur. Fortune cannot be so cruel. But one
thing worries me. You know your old
Tartar friend, who is appropriately named
Wo?'

"Yes."
"Well, he was standing bidden by an

awning when I proposed to Mauna. and I
have no doubt be was listening to what I
6aid. If he understands French it is a seri-
ous matter, is it not!"

"I do not think he does," was the reply.
"But he is a dangerous man, and I have
recently suspected him of dark designs
against ray father. I have refrained from
speaking to you on the subject hitherto be-

cause you' were tho innocent object on
which he founded bis machinations."

"I!" cried Haines in amazement
"Yes. 1 could not, of course, tell you of

it before tbe arrangements for your ex-
change had been perfected, because I knew
you could not be induced to stay with us
another moment after you know of his
schemes. Now, however, the exchange has
been perfected and will take placo to-morro-

'
To-morro- w! Why did you not tell me

this before? I am to be exebauged to-morro-

"Yes; I did not tell you sooner because I
only learned the fact myself a haif-bo-ur

ago, and you were then with Mauna. But
now, as I say, that you have been ex-
changed, or aro about to be, I do not mind
telling vou that Wo-Le- e has represented in
Pekin that father and I have held traitor-
ous intercourse with the enemy, that you
were a spy openly entertained by us while
taking notes ot our numbers and resources.
and that negotiations for tbe betrayal and
surrender of the army had been made
through you."

"The black-hearte- d villain!" exclaimed
Haines, passionately, as he passed up and
down in extreme excitement. "I would
kill him instantly like a dog if that would
not appear to substantiate bis calumnies.
O, Yih, what have I brought upon you and
Mauna and your noble old father! Would
I bad been dashed to pieces when I fell
from the fiumo!"

"Do not feel so badl3 Haines," said Yih-Hu- ii.

soothingly. "1 said Wo-Le- e had re-
ported these lies. I did not say that they
were believed. I luckily obtained some in-
formation of his schemes some ten days
ago. and representations have been made
by this time at Pekm that 1 have no doubt
will render bis calumnies harmless. I have
told you this in order thatyou mightsee the
necessity of the greatest care in commnni-eatin- g

with Mauna and myself during tbe
continuance of the war. Perhaps it would
be better for us not to communicate at all.
Y'ou will see tbe necessity of this."

"Yes," said Haines, with a groan. "Yes,
I see the awful, absolute necessity of

CIWPTEK VIII.
the i:at::le of ubet.

Lieutenant Fuller bad remained at tbe
head of the flume aftr bis friend's depart-
ure, watchingbis swift decent of the mount-
ain as bo shot from point to point, now
disappearing in cavernous gorges, now re-

appearing further down in tbo glare of tbe
lightning, shooting along tbe breast of
some precipice and again disappearing,
until no further glimpse of bim could be
obtained, and then sadly retnrned to bis
command. For a moment bo watched the
approach of the dense masses below him.
On Ihey caiuo, swiftly and steadily, pre-lenti- ng

a sternly impressive appearance,
liko tbo resistless sweep of some huge tidal-wav- e.

Their speed was considerably faster
than the ordinary march of troops, and
they bad approached appreciably nearer in
the short time which had been occupied in
the departure of Haines. As Fuller turned
to write a dispatch to bo sent to camp his
attention was attracted to a light upon the
summit of a peak distant some miles or
more upon his right Turning bis night-glass- es

upon the object be saw to his sur-
prise that the peak was swarming with the
troops of the enemy.

"Humphl" he exclaimed, turning to the
second lieutenant of tbe company. "They've
stolen a march on as. Their advance guard
has taken that peak. This is no place for
us. They will have us surrounded in a few
minutes." And giving tbe necessary orders
be at once put the company upon its down-
ward march. The camp was reached in
three hours. Arriving there Fuller found
that he brought tho lirst news of the Chi-
nese ad vauce ami that Haines had not yet
come in. lie at onto concluded that be
must have been burled through some break
in tbe ruinous Hume, aud that his death
was therefore certain. Accordingly no
search parties were sent out after the miss-
ing officer.

The news bronght by Fuller created the
greatest excitement in the American army.
The Chinese bad been supposed to be at
least seventy-fiv- e miles distant, and their
sudden appearance at this juncture was
highly disconcerting. Orders were at once
given to occupy the foot-hill- s above the
camp in force, intrenchments were thrown
up upon their crests and artillery to arm
them was drawn up. On either band, at a
distance of perhaps a mile, the mountain
rang. rose abruptly in precipitous peaks to
an elevation of at least 3,000 feet above the
altitude of the range opposite the camp, and
continued at that height for many miles.
Tho- - mountains could, therefore, only be
crossed at a point just abreast of the camp,
and by fortifying tbe foot-hill- s at this point
the American commauder sought to confine
the sceno of the approaching conflict to tho
broken and sloping ground between the
range and the loot-bill- s, where the great
numbers of tbe Chinese could not be used
to such disadvantage to tbe United States
forces as upon an open plain. The plan of
tbe commander was judicious, and was ably
carried out. Before the sun arose on the
morrow this disposition of tbe army bad
been carried out.

With . tbe return of light, however, tbe
American general saw to bis dismay the
long line ot the Chinese army drawn up in
battle array upon tbo plain, distant 6ome
two miles from bis left Hauk. unex-
pected was its appearance in this position
that it was at lirst supposed to be a new
force, but tbo tell-tal- e balloons floating in
it 4. rear indicated bow the range bad been
crossed beyond the line of tho American
pickets. Hasty orders were at once issued
and fairly executed, and in a abort time
the army was drawn up in a position at a
riuht angle to that it bad occupied during
the night. The neglect of tbe Chinese
general to attack while bis opponents were
shifting their position excited some snr- -

and was taken as an indication ofe,

ack of ability on bis part. At this
juncture the arrival of a Hag of
truce created some excitement, but its
mission was nothing more than an offer
to exchange Captain Haines for tbe Chinese
commander's aid, of which the reader has
already been informed. Haines was a fa-
vorite with tie American general, or such a
request would have received slight atten-
tion at this important moment. The propo-
sition was at once forwarded to the War De-
partment at Washington by military tele-
phone, wit a favorable recommendation.
The flag withdrew and the movements of
the conflicting armies indicated that the
battle was about to begin.

And where .was Haines at this eventful
moment! He was leaningover the rail of a
balloon which floated motionless above tbe
mountains opposite tbe lett wing of the
Chinese army, and by his side a spectator
almost ab interested as himself stood the
lithe figure of Mauna Qua. In what might
be called tbe bow of tbe bal-
loon stood the Chinese command-
er, surrounded by bis immediate
staff. His forces, as well as those of
the enemy, lay clearly outlined beneath
bim, as though drawn upon a map. The
telephone in his hand communicated by a
dozen different wires with his several corps
commanders, whom be thus handled as a
chess-play- er bis men. Haines and Mauna
stood some distance apart from this group,
but Yih-Hn- n occasionally paused in the
midst of bis duties to say a pleasant word
to them or to answer some question of
Haines.

The construction of the machine which he
now occupied, similar to those which be bad
seen on tbo debarkation of the hostile
army, had at first attracted Haines's atten-
tion. These air-ship- s were constructed, as
Haines bad conjectured, of extremely thin
plates of aluminium; but, thin as they
were, he soon found, by a rapid calculation,
that a balloon made of them waa too
heay to be lifted by hydrogen gas. He
mentioned this to Yih-ilu- n.

"You are right," said tbe latter. "Hydro-
gen traa would not do."

'What do you use, then!"
"Vachvgen.",
"What's that!"
"One of the elements of oxygen. Out

chemists discovered some three years ago
that oxygtn was composed of twoelemente,
vacbygen ind veauygen, the first of which
is one-four- th lighter than bydrogeu. It is
this which not only enables ns to use al-
uminium, ;ut also to carry a regiment of
men at a tinie."

I see," said Haines. "How do tiey sep-
arate the elements!"

"Ah, that would be giving aid and com-
fort to the enemy if I were to tell you that,"
was the smiling reply. "That is a military
secret. It is a very intricate process, done
under enormous pressure, which can only
be obtained by means of tbe Ke-- li motor'

The what!
'The Ke-l- i motor. Did you never bear of

it? Why, Ke-l- i was an American."
"Ohl" exclaimed Haines. The Keely

motor. Is there such a thing?'
"Yes. Here is one which we use to propel

this balloon. You see we take up our cable,
run it around this big wheel or drum, and
then wind ourselves along the cable by
means of tho motor. Ke-- li came to China
some fifteen years ago. The Kniperor took
bim under his protection, and be died re-
cently a mandarin of four tails and a com-
mander in tbe order of the Seventeen Im-
perial Umbrellas."

"Do jou understand the principle npon
which the motor works!'' "Oh, yes. This
chamber is the reverberator, which
rates the molecular forces disseminated by
one minim of 1102. These pass to this
cylinder, which is the aquiferator. When
aquiferated they aro no longer con term-
inated, butconcoagulated.and thus readily
combine in this tank, where, under pres-
sure, they become conglutinated. Emerg-
ing thence, they pans iuto this reservoir."

"Oh, yes: 1 think 1 understand," said
Haines, whoso scientific knowledge was
considerable. "I think 1 see the principle
on which it works. I mean to try to make
such a motor when I am exchanged, for it
most be of the greatest possible use toyou."

"It is of vital importance to us, Haines,
and you must not think that I would have
told you so much of its workings were there
not another, and tho most dillicult process
of all. which 1 have not explained."

"What is that process?"'
"0b. we phei:etize the resultants after

leaving tbe conglutiuator."
"Ah, how do vou do that!''
"That, my dear fellow, must remain a

secret, it would be worth the beads of a
whole army to lisp it,"

This conversation relative to tbe air-shi- p

wounded, ascended to bis ears in an inces-
sant, monotonous murmur. Suddenly the
Chinese commander placed the transmitter
of bis telephone to bis lips and uttered
some words through it. In an instant
along the lines of nis forces arose light
and incessant puffs of transparent vapor
os they opened fire. The noiso of the bat-
tle did not, however, seem to become
louder.

"The fire of your troops does not seem to
increase the din of battle. Mile. Mauna,"
said Haines in French, the only language
known to both, to tho fair giri by bis side.

"No," was the reply. "Our guns are prac-
tically noisoless. They make a slight his-
sing sound and that is all."

"Then you do not use gun-powde- r."

"Oh, no; onlv the Ke--h motor."
Haines asked no further questions, but

mentally wondered at the immense capa-
bilities of that mysterious force. Just
then, while hi eye happened to be fixed
upon a twelve-gu- n battery below him, he
saw tbe three gnus on the left of tho bat-
tery simultaneously dismounted by a shot
from tbe Chinese artillery. The dismount-
ing of riold-piec- es in battle is no unusual
thing, but Haines was much surprised at
what he beheld. These guns had not only
been dismounted, but they had been hurled
from their carriages in a direction at a
right angle to that in which they had been
pointing, Haines looked beyond them for
some flanking battery, but there was noth-
ing to their left but the level plain, stretch-
ing to tbe horizon.

"How that could be done by a shot from
their front I'll be banged if I see," be mut-
tered to himself.

Turning his gaze further to the front he
saw that tbe heavy lines of the American
skirmishors were now retiring in soma dis-
order, and that the Chinese lines were be-
ginning to advance slowly. Tbe American
force which bad been sent along tbe base
of tbe mountains to attack the Chinese left
wing had been confronted by a superior
force, and after a sharp conflict had been
obliged to seek to rejoin the main army
by marching by the left Hank across the
foot-hill-s, losing heavily as they did so. Ex-
tensive preparations were now peen being
made along the United States lines for a
decisive movement. Battery after battery
was hurried to the extreme front, and a de-
structive fire was opened from several hun-
dred field pieces. Meanwhile an assaulting
party of two entire corps was massed upon
the right wing. The whole army then ad-
vanced slowly, with its left wing refused,
while the assaulting column dashed for-
ward with loud cheers.

The wily Chinese general, to whom in his
airy station these preparations bad been
clearly apparent, had prepared for this as-
sault by strengthening his left wing, while
he had at tbe same tlmo ordered up many
reserves to his right wing, which he had
slightly advanced. Tbe assaulting column
dashed forward in fine order, though losing
heavily, but when it had attained a dis-
tance of some eight hundred yard 8 from the
enemy its advance began to slacken.
Haines then saw what were to him two
wholly inexplicable movements. He no-
ticed, first, that not only the front ranks
of the Chinese army were firing, but thatevery man in their successive lines of
battle was firing straight In front
of him, and apparently at the backs
of bis comrades before bim.. The
elevation at which the pieces were held
showed that they could not bo firing over
their comrades' heads. While wondering
at this, Haines noticed through his field-gla- ss

that the men in the outer files ot tbe
charging parly, on both sidesof tho column,
were in a state of confusion and panic, and
were gazing with consternation to their
right and left, and gesticulating in those
directions as though they were being at-
tacked from those quarters. Haines
glanced to right and left, but could see
nothing from which a flanking fire could
have been delivered, nor anything what-
ever to account for the panio which he
witnessed. Whilo he noted all this with
surprise and wonder, tbe column, which
bad now ceased to advance, began to waver
and in a moment, despite the efforts of its
officers, broke, turned and lied. At the
instant the calm voice of the Chinese
commander was heard at the telephone
and in a second the whole Chinese
army began moving slowly forward, its ad-
vanced wing overlapping and partially
Hanking thelleeing masses of the broken
column, upon which they poured a de-
structive cross-lir- e. At the same moment
the detachment which had repulsed tbe
flanking force of the Americans, and bad
followed it over the foothills, opened fire
upon the right Hank of their army. Just
at this critical period Haines saw the ranks
of tbe Chinese army opposite the American
front open to right and left to give passage
to a score or more of huge, car-lik-e objects,
which dashed forward with an almost in-
credible speed, emitting at the same time a
continuous and rapid tire from the guns
mounted upon tbem, as was evidenced from
the jets of vapor which incessantly shot
from their sides. They appeared like min-
iature forts, propelled by some internal
motor, capable of containing some
two hundred men, and apparently
armored sufficiently to resist musketry.
Their wheels were protected by their
armored sides. These machines dashed
over the somewhat uneven plain as easily
as a battery, of field pieces would have
galloped over the eaine. ' Tbe guns mounted
upon their sides, were apparently some-
what similar to the machine guns of the
United states forces, capable of discharg-
ing an enormous uumber of of shots per
minute, and were mounted so as to permit
of their beiug fired from the shoulder, like
the rail gun used upon men-of-wa- r. These
novel engines of warfaro were, in 6hort, the
war chariots of history improved by mod-
ern science into machines infinitely more
formidable than their prototypes. Before
Haines could exauiino tbem more closely
they had plunged amid the already disor-
ganized ranks of the American army. Such
a shock no enemy could resist, and after a
short but ineffectual struggle tbe army
gave way and began to retreat, which was
soon converted by the rapid pursuit of the
Chinese aud the swift assaults of the char-
iots into a complete rout.

Haines stood gazing upon the rout of his
countrymen with a dull feeling of torpid
amazeuiMit He felt none of the anguish
which be should have experienced. A sen-
sation of stupid bewilderment possessed
bis mind. A feeling of weakness aud
fatigue came over bim. and he threw him-
self into a deck chair near at band and
stared at the bottom of tbe car for a long
time. He was not thinking. His mind
seemed incapable of thought. He could
only mentally repeat over and over uncon-
nected aud senseless words aud phrases,
lie wai vaguely conscious through it all
that the 'I artar General was standing not
far from bim and looking with malignant
delight upon bis distress. At length he
roused himself and looked about bim. AVo-Ee- e

bad disappeared, but Mauna-Qu- a was
sitting near by and looking at bim with a
sad and sympathetic expression. It was In

trajectory as you obtain with conical balls
and rilled guns."

"And tbe chariots, or whatever you : call
them, that I saw to-da- y, are propelled by
the same Ke-- li motor, I suppose!"

"Yes. We use it for almost everything."
"Well, it is strange," sighed Haines

"that your people, who are supposed to be
so conservative- - and non-inventiv- e, should
have so many novel implements of war-
fare, while we, who are called the ir.st in-
ventive people on earth, are so far I mind
yon."

"But these are not our inventions,1 was
the reply. "They are mostly the inven-
tions of Americans, but we have seen tho
value of them and encouraged the in-
ventors, while yonr people would havo let
them starve. Onr merit consists only in
knowing a good thing when we see it Yon
had Ke-- li with yon for many years. Why
did you not encourage his labors!"

Haines did not know, and so made no re-
ply. "Well," be said at last, "I have one
consolation at our defeat, that is that our
army was not beaten by the enemy but by
Ke-- li motors, guns that will shoot in a cir-
cle, chariots as big as a township, and such
infernal contrivances." Yih-Hn- n and
Mauna smiled at this ungracious sally, and
at that moment the balloon descended in
the Chinese camp.

CHAPTER IX.
A TRISONEK OF WAR. ,

An exchanged prisoner of war, after the
battle of Ubet, Haines fell into a mood of
listless despair of the fortunes of his coun-
try which lasted for a week or more of bis
captivity, if it could be called captivity to
be entertained as one of the family of the
Chinese commander. At last the brotherly
attentions of Yih-Hu- n, the pleasant com-

panionship of Mauna Qua and the dignified
hospitality of Ki-Ts- in drew him from this
unhealthy mental condition, and he once
more looked foward with some confidence
to the future. With the old Generalissimo
he had become quite a favorite. This per-
son was a man of marked abilities, a shrewd
observer, a keen studeutaud entirely with-
out those prejudices so natural to a nation
as conservative as the Chinese. He had
been mnch abroad, and had represented his
sovereign at the courts of several of the
principal nations of Europe, and had
thus been thrown in contact with
many of the brightest minds of his
time. His son's acquaintanceship and
former friendship for Haines, bad prepos-
sessed bim in that young man's favor, apd
upon knowing him personally he soon
recognized bim as an esprit fort and one
well informed upon all military and polit-
ical subjects. He grew fond of his company
and Haines, on his part, became equally
fond of the dignified old nobleman, often
dining alone with him, discussmt? subjects
of mutual interest In person Ki-Ts- in was
stout almost to obeseuess, with a benovo-len- t

face, a finely formed and massive head
and an expression ol keenness and in tel.
licence.

Like most of the older officers, of the
higher ranks Ki-Ts- in wore, instead of the
modern uniform of tbe army, tbe old-fashion-

ed

robes of a nobleman. A long, loose
robe of blue silk, richly embroidered with
threads of gold, hung to bis ankles, bound
at the waist by a jeweled belt. Over this
was worn a tunic of violet silk, the long
sleeves of which covered the hands. A
heavy chain of 103 golden balls, called the
chu-chu- , hung about bis neck. This badge
of authority was originally intended to re-
mind the wearer of his native laud, seventy-tw- o

of the balls representing the different
minerals produced in China and the re-
maining thirty-si- x typifying the constella-
tions wliich shed their rays on that coun-
try.

The army advanced slowly, sometimes re-
maining in camp for two or three days to
allow of expeditions being sent out upon its
Hanks. In its advances Haines either trav-
eled in the balloon reserved for tbe house-bol- d

and staff of tbe Generalissimo or rode
with Yih-Hu- n in the advance guard, but,
though he was an accomplished equestrian
and fond of riding, it must be admitted
that it was oftener that ho appeared by the
side of Manau Qua in the advances than by
that of her brother. He bad become very
fond of the beautiful Chinese girl nny! he
was on the point of admitting to himself
bis love for her. She was so different from
any woman be had ever known, ltai.ted
from a child as an associate of her father
and brother, and apart from persons of her
own' sex, her manner had that frankuess
which is said to bo tbo chief charm of
American girls. Her education had been
superior to that of the majority of her sis-
ters of the United States. It is a popular
error that female cdneatlon is entirely neg-
lected among the Chinese. Tho fact is
that from tho time of Pan Hwni-pan- . also
known as Pan Chao. who succeeded her
brother as historiographer of tho Han
Dynasty, abont A. D. 18S0, there have been
many educated women in China, and
Mauna was not tho least cultured of these.
Whatever she did, whether gazing upon
the dead and dying at the battle of Ubet,
dashing over the pi tins on her spirited pal-fr- y,

accompanying her rich contralto npon
tbe Chinese harp or engaged in familiar
conversation, she was alike charming, orig-
inal and womanly.

It is not to be supposed that a woman of
Mauna's acuteness was unaware of the hod- -
timent which Haines now cherished for
her, but. whatever her own feeling may
have been, she gave no indications of a
knowledge of his thoughts. Their inter-
course was as frank and unreserved as be-
fore. Haines was in doubt as to what bis
duties were in the premises. Ought he, as
a gentleman, to take advantage of the fa-
miliar terms upon which he bid been ad-
mitted to the family of Ki-Ts- in to make
love to his daughter! He had never au-mir- ed

the character of Othello, and did not
intend to imitate it in this particular.
Would Ki-Ts- in ever consent to give his
daughter to a foreigner! Haines knew his
breadth of mind, bis freedom from preju

are men of honor, bnt they will surely feel
themselvct- - absolved from all allegiance to
an ungrateful tyrant who has sentenced
them to f,n undeserved death, and their
gratitude to me would also have soiuo
weight with them."

"But do not these Orientals die passive-
ly, withoat remonstrance, when their Em-
peror ordtrs it. thinking that fate has to
willed it!"

"Some of them may." said Haines, "but
Ki-Tsi- n aud Yih-Hu- n aro men of too broad
minds and too high an appreciation of tho
value of life to throw it away nt the order
of a despot. Besides, they would not Tant

.Wo-Le- e to have that triumph. Hut what
sav you. General" -

"How will you get through theirjinea! ?

"1 have a Chinese uniform which Yih-Hu- n

gave me. I can speak their language suff-
iciently for my purposes if it becomes neces-
sary. Am to the rest I must rely on fortune
and my native wit." .

"Very well. Major," said the General at
length." "you may go. I consent because I
can see taat if the Chines commander nnd
bis son will come to ns and will aid us they
will be very important allies. 1 doubt very
much, however, whether they will do cither.
They will probably out with their swords
ae soon as they read the mandate and com-

mit hara-kir- i. Butyoumnygo. The posh-bl- e

result is worth the risk. W hen will you
StartP .

"Immediately. There is no time to be
lost. Good-by- -, GeneraL"

"Good-by- e. Major. I wish you success, but
I fear I shall never see you again."

"You will not General, unless 1 succeed.
Farewell." And Haines, with tho fatal
warrant in his band, hurried to his tent tc
make tbe necessary preparations for his
perilous enterprise. '

. An hour later a man enveloped in a long
military cloak stole through the pickets of
the American army at a point whore they
had pnrpobely been stationed widoly apart.
Keacbiiig a poirt some half-mil- e beyond
the lines he found a horse saddled aud bri-
dled, awaiting him in the of an
orderly. Throwing oil' his cloak and toss-ii-u

it to the orderly, he appeared in tba
! uniform of a Chinese ollicer, sprang to the

saddle anu roue swmiy away in tna uirec
tion of the Chinese camp. An hour's gallop
bronght the night rider near his destina-
tion, and when at last tbe reflection on tht
sky of the electric lights of the ChineM
camp showed it near at hand he dismount
ed, unbridled bis horse, tied the bridle to
its saddle, nnd wheeling tho animal In tbe
direction from which he had come, and say
log a. word in its ear.be sent it off in a
brisk canter. The man then hastened cau
tiously forward, until be had surmounted a
little rise of ground from which the ene-
my's camp could be plainly seen at a dis-
tance of some thre thousand yards... It
was brilliantly illuminated, and nowerfu,
search-light- s, momentarily shifted tubeai
upon the ditlerent parts ot the snrrouudiug
plain, threatened :o disclose his presence
even at that distance. He accordingly
threw himself unm the ground just in
time to cecapo a new danger from an unex-
pected quarter, as a troop of Tartar bom

story of his capture and life among the
Chinese was listened to with the most
marked .attention by General Gregg. - It is
needless to say, however, that one chapter
of bis adventures was not related. At tbe
conclusion of his narrative be was agreea-
bly surprised to be rewarded for the same
by tbe presentation of bis commissiou us a
major of infantry, the casualties at the
battle of Ubet having resulted in his pro-
motion to that rank.

'Owing to your superior knowledge of
the Chinese and their methods of warfare,
Major Haines." said General Gregg, "you
will be a very valuable man for me to have
about mo. 1 shall tbereforo appoint you
an aid upon my stall, with the rank of
colonel. You will enter upon your duties
as soon as possible, say day after to-morro-

Haines thanked his commander warmly
and hastened away to see the many friends
from whom he bad been so long absent
Some of these, be found, bad met a soldier's
death at Ubet, others were invalided, and
still others evidenced their valor at that
disastrous battle by tbeir scars and empty
sleeves. The familiar, face of Fuller was
missing, that gallant yonng officer having
been seriously wounded at tbe battle of
Ubet, nnd being still absent upon his sick
leave at his home in western New York.
From his surviving associates Haiucs ob
tained tbe first nows of the general status
of tho war which he bad heard since bis
captnre, nearly a month before. . The Army
of the West, ho found, had been reorganized
and recruited up to a strength ot UO.OGO
men. It was better armed and equipped,
better drilled, and bad more confidence in
itself nnd its commander than it had bad
when he left it. In the East he found the
Chinese armies bad advanced more slowly
than tbe Pacific army, the density of the


